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LRN C2                  TEST 1
Text 1

Guide

Vocabulary   =  Underlined + Bold

Phrasal Verbs   =                   

Grammar   =                     

Prepositions + Other   =  Bold

Future Cars

Car companies have recently been telling us what the car of 2020 will be like: 
autonomous is one word used, electric is another, and it will be connected to 
the Internet too. Sounds exciting? It is, but it’s doubtful you’ll find all of this on 
the forecourt in the next seven years. Cars typically get completely redesigned 
every five to seven years. However, the directions being proposed are a very 
good starting point to look even further and ask the question: what might the 
car of 2050 look like?
For a start, will there even be cars in 2050? Will an invention that will be 
150 years old by then be replaced by something better? Will environmental 
concerns kill it? Will people become tired of getting behind the wheel, as recent 
studies suggest? The answer seems to be “maybe”, but the reality is that the 
automobile is a very liberating and flexible means of transportation. It fulfills 
people’s desire to move around freely and independently. And – done right - 
the automobile can be a sustainable and safe means of transportation.
But we must also acknowledge this form of mobility comes at a premium, 
as polar ice melts, mega-cities become suffocated by smog and congestion, 
resources dwindle, and around 1.2 million people get killed in traffic accidents 
globally every year. We know why: we want to be mobile, and our mobility has 
some negative implications.
So what can – actually, must – we do in order to make the automobile of the year 
2050 cleaner, safer, leaner and still enjoyable to use? This is a crucial question: 
mass-motorization in emerging countries means there will be more than three 
billion vehicles on the planet in 2050, compared with around one billion today.
The automobile in 2050 will be self-driving. Companies are working on concepts 
allowing cars to cruise along on the highway without driver intervention.
Driving is likely to get much safer (human error still accounts for the majority 
of all accidents) and also much more efficient, as centralized traffic control will 
lead to a smoother flow and less congestion. But how much of an effect this 
new technology has will depend on how widely it is produced.
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  Column A - Vocabulary from reading text:
1. autonomous (αυτόνομο) 

2. doubtful  (αμφίβολος)

3. forecourt  (προσκήνιο)

4. concern  (προβληματισμός)

5. liberating (απελευθερωτικός)

6. flexible  (ελαστικός)

7. sustainable (βιώσιμος)

8. acknowledge (αναγνωρίζω)

9. polar  (πολικός)

10. suffocate  (ασφυκτιώ - πνίγομαι)

11. smog  (αιθαλομίχλη)

12. congestion (συμφόρηση)

13. dwindle  (ελάττώνομαι)

14. implication (επιπτώσεις)

15. intervention (παρέμβαση)

Column B - Meaning:
a. a mixture of smoke, gases, and chemicals

b. interference

c. effect that an action will have on something

d. not having enough oxygen to breathe

e. uncertain about something

f. being able to operate without being controlled

g. causing little or no damage to the environment, 

able to continue for a long time

h. a worried or nervous feeling

i. relating to the North or South Pole

j. coming soon, in the near future

k. making you feel free

l. having too much traffic

m. to become smaller in size or amount

n. able to change or be changed easily

o. to accept, admit, or recognize something

(f)

(e)

(j)

(h)

(k)

(n)

(g)

(o)

(i)

(d)

(a)

(l)

(m)

(c)

(b)

Vocabulary

Underline the words you don’t know and try to match the words from the text to the meaning in 
Column B:

Choose vocabulary from Column A to fill in the blanks:

1. It is doubtful Harry will come with us because he has an essay to finish. 

2. Sorry I’m late, but traffic congestion on the highway was very heavy.

3. My teacher is flexible with his office hours. He told us to visit him whenever we want.

4. Smart-phones are the forecourt of technological advancement nowadays.

5. Global warming should be in everybody’s individual concerns.

6. It is liberating to be on vacation and in a bathing suit all day.

7. The Earth’s sea levels are affected by the polar ice melting in the North and South Poles.

8. If you stay under the water for 10 minutes, you will probably suffocate.

9. The new Tesla cars are autonomous. They drive themselves.

10. Our supplies have dwindled due to the flood and we have no vegetables left.

11. Smoking and vaping can have serious implications to your health.

12. The police’s brutal intervention in the case caused a major riot.

13. Solar power is a sustainable source of energy causing no damage to the environment.

14. The smog over major cities, is caused mainly by cars.

15. Stella hasn’t received a raise yet. Her boss does not acknowledge what she provides to the company.
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LRN C2                  TEST 1
Texts 2 - 3

The Whale
Whales have evolved from land-living 
mammals, so, whales must breathe air 
regularly, although they can remain 
submerged under water for long periods 
of time. Some species, such as the sperm 
whale, are able to stay submerged for as 
much as 90 minutes. They have blowholes 
(modified nostrils) located on top of their 
heads, through which air is taken in and 
out. They are warm-blooded and have a 
layer of fat, or blubber, under the skin. 
With streamlined bodies and two limbs 
that are modified into flippers, whales can 
travel up to 20 knots. Although whales 
are widespread, most prefer the colder 
waters of the Northern and Southern 
Hemispheres, and migrate to the equator to 
give birth. Species, such as the Humpback 
and blue whales are capable of travelling 
thousands of miles without feeding. Males 
mate with many females every year, but 
females only mate every two or three 
years. Babies, called calves, are born in the 
spring and summer months and females 
bear all the responsibility for raising them. 
mothers of some species nurse their young 
for one to two years.
Once endlessly hunted for their products, 
whales are now protected by international 
law. The North Atlantic White Whales 
nearly became extinct in the twentieth 
century, with a population lower than 
450, and the North Pacific Grey Whale 
population is considered Critically 
Endangered. 

The Pygmy Possum
Although it looks like it’s more likely to 
be related to a chinchilla than a kangaroo, 
the pygmy possum (Cercartetus nanus) is 
part of the marsupial family, which also 
includes wombats, Tasmanian devils and 
koalas. Ranging in lengths between 2 and 
4 inches, pygmy possums weigh 10 to 45 
grams.
Pygmy possums could melt the hardest 
of hearts. But they’re not just pretty faces: 
they’re agile climbers and, though they 
can’t glide, they use their prehensile 
(grasping) tails like fifth limbs and can 
deftly leap between tall trees. They’re 
nectar feeders and just as they depend on 
their habitat, they also play a large role in 
maintaining habitat health by pollinating 
their habitat and feeder trees.
Like their larger possum cousins, pygmy 
possums are nocturnal and use their tails 
to hang upside-down from trees, like 
monkeys. They can be found in Australia, 
Papua New Guinea and Indonesia. During 
the winter, the petite possum rolls into a 
tight ball, covers its eyes with its ears and 
enters torpor, or temporary hibernation. 
During this time, its body temperature and 
metabolism is reduced so that it doesn’t 
need to eat, instead receiving nourishment 
from the fat stored in its tail.

          Guide

Vocabulary  =  Underlined + Bold

Phrasal Verbs  =                   

Grammar   =                     

Prepositions + Other  =  Bold
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  Column A - Vocabulary from reading text:
1. submerged (βυθισμένος)

2. modify  (τροποποιώ)

3. nostril  (ρουθούνι)

4. layer  (στρώμα)

5. blubber  (λίπος)

6. streamlined (αεροδυναμικός)

7. flipper  (πτερύγιο)

8. widespread (ευρύς)

9. migrate  (μεταναστεύω)

10. equator  (ισημερινός)

11. marsupial (μαρσιποφόρο)

12. agile  (ευκίνητος)

13. glide  (γλυστράω στον αέρα)

14. prehensile (συλληπτήριος)

15. deftly  (επιδέξια)

16. leap  (πηδάω)

17. nourishment (θρέψη)

Column B - Meaning:
a. either of the two openings in the nose

b. designed in a way that makes movement easier

c. travel to a different place when the season changes

d. thin sheet of a substance

e. to go below the surface of the sea, underwater

f. able to hold on to things

g. a mammal born and carried in a pouch, kangaroo

h. to change something usually to improve it

i. able to move your body quickly and easily

j. in a skillful, clever, or quick way

k. food that you need to grow and stay healthy

l. the thick layer of fat under the skin

m. existing or happening in many places, common

n. to fly by floating on air currents

o. arms on the bodies of some sea creatures

p. to make a large jump

q. an imaginary line drawn around the earth

(e)

(h)

(a)

(d)

(l)

(b)

(o)

(m)

(c)

(q)

(g)

(i)

(n)

(f)

(j)

(p)

(k)

Vocabulary

Underline the words you don’t know and try to match the words from the text to the meaning in 
Column B:

Choose vocabulary from Column A to fill in the blanks:

1. Greek food is eaten all around the world. The Greek cuisine, as a result, is widespread.

2. Many animals have blubber under their skin, so as to keep warm.

3. Dolphins are mammals, but they can stay submerged under water for over 2 hours.

4. If you modify your weekly schedule well enough, you will be able to come to the party on Thursday.

5. Babies need to drink their mother’s milk for proper nourishment.

6. Whales blow water through their nostrils - called blow holes.

7. Small sports cars are more streamlined than bigger, heavier cars.

8. African monkeys have prehensile tails which they use to curl around objects and hold on to them.

9. Dolphins have flippers to help them navigate under water.

10. Many people migrated to the U.S.A. due to World War II.

11. Areas that are near the equator are much hotter and have more rain.

12. The most famous marsupial is the kangaroo.

13. Cats are amongst the most agile animals in the world.

14. Wings help airplanes glide through the air, just like birds.

15. My dog deftly found his way to the food cabinet while I was away at work.

16. The stunt man in the movie leaped onto a moving train.

17. You have to apply two layers of paint in order to successfully paint your walls.
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GRAMMAR

MODAL VERBS
Modal Verbs or Modal Auxiliaries refer to a small group of verbs: can, could, may, might, must, 
ought to, should, shall, will and would, which are used to express our feelings that something is 
advisable, necessary, permissible, possible or probable.
They also show to what degree the actions are possible, probable, etc.
Another group of verbs: need to, have to, had better, be able to, be capable of are called semi - 
modals even though they have the same functions as modals and are grouped with the 10 main 
modals.

Exercise 1 - Read through texts1, 2 and 3 and find 5 examples of Modal Verbs from each text:

The Whale
1. must breathe
2. can remain
3. are able to stay
4. can travel
5. are capable of

Future Cars
1. might look like
2. can be
3. must acknowledge
4. can we do
5. must we do

The Pygmy Possum
1. could melt
2. can’t glide
3. can leap
4. can be found
5. doesn’t need to

According to some scholars, maternal indifference to infants may have been typical (1.) of the Middle Ages. 
There is evidence that in the 16th and 17th centuries, parents showed little affections for (2.) their children, 
and anthropologist Edward Jackson argues that (3.) this indifference was probably typical among people 
of Western Europe, even in the 18th and 19th centuries. The death of young children seems to have been 
accepted casually, and although overt infanticide was frowned upon, allowing children to (4.) die was 
sometimes encouraged, or at least tolerated. For (5.) example, in Western Europe it was common for mothers 
to (6.) leave infants at foundling hospitals or with rural wet nurses, both of which (7.) resulted in very high 
mortality rates. Whether these practices were typically the result of economic desperation, the difficulty 
of raising an out-of-wedlock child, or lack of attachment to an infant is (8.) not clear, but many well-to-do 
married women casually chose to give their (9.) infants to wet nurses, despite the higher mortality risks. 
(10.) This clearly suggests that the reasons were not always difficulty nor the fear of social stigma.

Exercise 2 - Choose the correct words to fill in the blanks:

1. __________

2. __________

3. __________

4. __________

5. __________

6. __________

7. __________

8. __________

9. __________

10. __________
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Phrasal Verbs and Idiomatic Expressions - Text 1

Match the Items from Column A to the definitions in Column B:

  Column A - From reading text:
1. connected to

2. replaced by

3. tired of

4. means of

5. suffocated by

6. killed in

7. compared with

8. work on

9. account for

10. lead to

11. depend on

Column B - Meaning:
a. weary, have had enough, fed up with

b. how someone died

c. have no room to breathe

d. be the cause

e. rely on

f. the process of doing something

g. find similarities

h. take the place of

i. excuse, explain 

j. method of, way to do something

k. attached to

(k)

(h)

(a)

(j)

(c)

(b)

(g)

(f)

(i)

(d)

(e)

1. No one can account for why the airplane crashed.
2. Our Maths teacher retired and was replaced by a much younger man.
3. Luckily, no one was killed in the boat accident.
4. You look busy. What are you working on?
5. The police believe this robbery is connected to the one last month.
6. I know I can depend on you to help me.
7. I’m tired of working 7 days a week to pay my bills.
8. Don’t scream at everyone. It will lead to a fight.
9. This job is my means of supporting myself and the family.
10. Compared with what Mary did, this is nothing to worry about.
11. I feel suffocated by all the people in our office. There is no privacy.

Exercise 1 - Use the expressions from Column A to complete the sentences:

Exercise 2 - Without looking back at the passage on Whales, fill in the blanks with the following 
prepositions: for, from, in, into, of, on, out, through, to, under, up to, with (some may be used more than 
once).

Whales have evolved from land-living mammals, so whales must breathe air regularly 
although they can remain submerged under water for long periods of time. Some species, 
such as the sperm whale, are able to stay submerged for as much as 90 minutes. They have 
blowholes (modified nostrils) located on top of their heads, through which air is taken in 
and out. They are warm-blooded and have a layer of fat, or blubber, under the skin. With 
streamlined bodies and two limbs that are modified into flippers, whales can travel up to 20 
knots. Although whales are widespread, most prefer the colder waters of the Northern and 
Southern Hemispheres, and migrate to the equator to give birth.
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WRITING

Test 1

On the actual examination, you must do two writing tasks. Here you have 4 samples in each unit 
for extra help.

 It is common knowledge that we start learning the moment we come into this world and 
stop when we no longer have a breath in our body. Learning is a continuous process and is a result 
of various sources and means. And of course, there are many kinds of knowledge and all types are 
useful in life.
 Book knowledge usually refers to formal education. This is academic learning. Attending 
schools and then going to college or university certainly teaches a person and prepares him/her for 
a career. Quality education gives one the tools to be able to work to support himself/herself and to 
have the financial means to have a family.
 Personally though, I do not think that the most important knowledge comes from books. I 
place very high value on learning from observing and hands on experience. Most people in older 
times did not have academic learning and they managed to survive and even to do well. People 
today travel, meet other people and see how others live. This is very educational and broadens our 
horizons.
 I strongly believe that the best way to learn is to have both the academic learning experience 
through books and then to go out into the world to get the hands on experience.

Task 1
Write an essay on the theory that “Some educators claim the most important knowledge does not 
come from books.” Do you agree or disagree with this statement? In your opinion, how do we 
learn? Support your views.

Book knowledge
• academic learning
• formal education / facilities
• good teachers important
• quality of education important
World knowledge
• learn from experience / travel
• observational learning - learning through association
• both types of learning - combined

Write your notes 

in the Writing Booklet
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 If I lived in a large city with a good public transport system, I would not have a car. Owning 
a car is like supporting a child. First of all, think of how much an average sized car costs. That is a 
large amount of money sitting on a city street where any careless driver can make a dent or damage 
it in many different ways. A car is a constant source of expense. There is the yearly tax you must pay 
to the government, the insurance which you can’t do without and of course, the most expensive of 
all is the fuel. If you happen to live is a suburb and drive to work everyday, in traffic, you’ll be filling 
up every third day.
 Don’t forget the time and effort of having to drive around every day looking for parking 
space, arriving at work late - agitated and sweating. I would rather jump on a train, or bus, sit back 
and read a book and let someone else do the driving. In bad weather, even everyday, taking a taxi 
would still be much cheaper than putting out all that money for a car.
 Of course, no one can dismiss the advantages of owning a car. You have much easier access 
to do your shopping, go for a drive, or go away for a weekend. Cars are especially useful in bad 
weather and they are a comfortable way of traveling. Still though, if you put the advantages and 
disadvantages on a scale, I still believe the disadvantages outweigh the advantages.

Task 2
Some people consider it unnecessary to own a car if they live in a large city. Some think a car is 
necessary no matter where they live. What do you think are the advantages and disadvantages of 
owning a car? Give examples to support your views.
Advantages

• easier access by car
• convenient in bad weather
• comfortable way of travelling

Disadvantages
• cars are expensive
• constant expenses - gas - insurance - taxes
• cheaper and easier to take the bus, train, taxi
• hard to find parking space in the city
• dangerous in the city - accidents

Task 3
Experts on human development believe volunteer work is very important in building character. 
They believe schools should encourage volunteer work by giving additional credits to students who 
participate in a volunteer program. Do you agree or disagree that volunteer work is beneficial? Give 
examples to support your views.
Agree

• good for everyone involved
• gives the volunteer sense of purpose
• makes you thankful for what you have

• good to help those less fortunate
• right thing to do - set an example

 I think that most of us today are too self-involved. We are all in our own world, concerned 
with our daily problems of school, work, family and so on, to just take a minute and look around us. 
There are many people out there who are in a much worse state than we are and can use a helping 
hand. It’s time we became more aware.
 This is where the educational system must play a major role and give incentive to students 
to become volunteers. Volunteer work certainly does build character because it gives one a sense of 
purpose. Whether it’s working with children, old people, or planting trees, the volunteer is helping 
the community. This is a two way street. He or she is not only feeling personally good, but also 
doing good for someone else.
 Most often, many of us who are healthy, working and have the love and comfort of a family 
around us do not realize how lucky we are. We don’t realize how many lonely, unemployed, 
homeless people there are all around us. By helping a fellow human being we become better people 
who are not only self-involved. This can be a very rewarding experience for anyone involved. 
 Too many parents try to shield their children from such social problems. They feel they are 
protecting them. In reality, they are teaching them to turn a blind eye to the problems our society 
is facing. This helps no one. We don’t want uncaring citizens. It’s important to teach our young 
people to do the right thing. We want the young to set examples for the older generations and help 
get them involved in volunteer projects, too. Our society needs all the help it can get, to help it get 
back on its feet.
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 It seems ridiculous to me to see the enormous amounts some footballers, tennis players, top 
athletes in general, are paid to hit, kick or throw a ball around. These people not only make more 
money than most of us would see in 100 life times, they also endorse products on the media, on 
billboards and anywhere else that ads are placed. On top of all that, some of these people have 
attitudes which I find, personally totally unbecoming.
 The same applies, as far as I am concerned, with top models, movie stars, pop singers 
and recording artists and people associated with the entertainment industry, in general. I cannot 
understand the many millions of dollars that are paid out to these classes of people.
 On the other hand, people in the sciences who make invaluable contributions to society and 
to man’s welfare make only a pittance in relation. A major exception here would be Bill Gates  - the 
inventor of Microsoft and Steve Jobbs the inventor of Apple. They became multi-millionaires, but 
they deserved it because think of what their inventions have contributed to humanity.
 These two are truly exceptions which is sad because there are endless lists of people who 
have made contributions to bettering our lives, but such people have not been celebrated nor made 
money off what they have given to society. What a shame this is when everyone has heard the name 
Beckham because he kicks well.

Task 4
Research shows that some professions are highly overpaid, while others which are very important 
to society are sadly underpaid. Do you agree or disagree with these findings? Give examples to 
support your views.
Overpaid

• top athletes
• models / movie stars
• pop singers - recording artists
• many millions of dollars

Underpaid
• doctors
• scientists
• university educated teachers / professionals
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Prepared Topics - Individual Talks and Interaction
Duration: 6 - 7 minutes

Examiner:   In this part of the Test, each of you is going to talk for 1 minute about  
  the topic you have already prepared for. After you have finished your  
  talk, I will ask you some questions about what you have presented, and  
  then your partner can express his/her point of view on the same topic.                                                                                                         

The Examiner shows each Candidate the list of topics and asks them which one 
they have prepared to talk about.

 List of prepared topics:
  1. Which T.V. show wouldn’t you allow your kids to watch? Why?
  2. Do you think children today play outside as much as they used  
      to? Why / Why not?
  3. Do you believe public cameras invade privacy? Why / Why not?
  4. Do private schools produce snobs? Why / Why not?
  5. What annoys you the most in a person? Why?
Examiner to Candidate A: Which topic are you going to talk about?

 Candidate A can speak for 1 minute

The Examiner asks Candidate A a question on what he/she has said.

Examiner to Candidate B: What to you think of this? 
           or Do you agree or disagree with your partner?

The Examiner asks both Candidates a question and prompts them to engage in conversation.
Interaction: 2 - 2.5 minutes

Examiner to Candidate B: Which topic are you going to talk about?

 Candidate B can speak for 1 minute

The Examiner asks Candidate B a question on what he/she has said.

Examiner to Candidate A: What to you think of this? 
           or Do you agree or disagree with your partner?

The Examiner asks both Candidates a question and prompts them to engage in conversation.
Interaction: 2 - 2.5 minutes

SPEAKING
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Respond to a question and Interaction

Duration: 5 - 6 minutes

Examiner:   In this part of the Test, I will ask each of you to respond to a question.  
  You may use the ideas given below the question and/or use your own  
  ideas to answer the question. Your partner will be asked to comment on  
  what you have said and express his/her point of view, as well.                                                                        

 » The Examiner must choose a question related to what each Candidate talked 
about in Section 2 of the Test.

 » The Examiner tells each Candidate to look at the chosen question and the 
points below it. When the Candidate has finished talking about the question, 
the Examiner asks the other Candidate to comment and express his/her point 
of view.

1. An unwanted T.V. show
• reality shows - lots of back stabbing
• show bad side of human character
• shows people out to make easy money

2. Playing outside
• children hardly play outside / no parks or playgrounds
• many dangers today
• lack of face-to-face contact - play with computers and watch videos

3. Cameras in public areas
• both good and bad thing - two sides to the coin
• may help reduce or avert crimes
• do feel protected at times

4. Snobs and private schools
• being snobbish is a matter of character
• good private schools may have more of a tendency for snobbishness
• money - may be more snobbish - peer pressure

5. Annoying habits / characteristics
• lack of loyalty
• can’t stand lies
• person who approaches me to gain something


